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PLEASE PASS RODMAN/ADAMS/BORG FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 

1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT ANTHONY LEWIS OP-ED, MARCH 20, 
NYTIMES, ENTITLED "A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION." 

2. BOSTON, MARCH 19-ALL OVER SOUTHEAST ASIA, IT IS AS 

IF LONG-CONTAINED PRESSURES FOR CHANGE WERE SUDDENLY 
BURSTING OUT. THAT FRET .TNG COMES NOT ONLY FROM THE MILI- 
TARY DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, DRAMATIC AS THEY 
ARE, AND CAMBODIA. THE POLITICAL TREND IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT, 
ESPECIALLY IN BANGKOK. 

3. THAILAND’S NEW PREMIER, KUKRIT PRAMOJ, HAS TAKEN OFFICE 
WITH A PLEDGE TO SEEK THE WITHDRAWAL DURING THE NEXT YEAR 
OF ALL AMERICAN FORCES STATIONED THERE: 25,000 SOLDIERS 
AND 350 PLANES. AND HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD TRY TO 
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OPEN TALKS WITH NORTH VIETNAM AND ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
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RELATIONS WITH THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

4. THAT IS ASTONISHING NEWS. THAILAND HAS BEEN AT THE 
CENTER OF AMERICAN MILITARY POLICY IN ASIA FOR A GENERATION. 
U.S. PLANES FLEW FROM THERE FOR EIGHT YEARS TO BOMB 
VIETNAM, LAOS AND CAMBODIA. PREMIER KUKRIT IS HIMSELF 

A RIGHT-WING FIGURE, HEADING A COALITION OF MOSTLY 
CONSERVATIVE PARTIES WITH LINKS TO FORMER THAI MILITARY 
GOVERNMENTS. 

5. OR CONSIDER THE SOUTHEAST ASIA TREATY ORGANIZATION, 
FORMED IN 1954 PRIMARILY AS A BULWARK AGAINST FEARED 
CHINESE COMMUNIST EXPANSIONISM. FIVE OF THE EIGHT SEATO 
COUNTRIES NOW HAVE FORMAL AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
CHINA, AND THE UNITED STATES HAS ITS SPECIAL LIAISON. 

PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT MARCOS'S WIFE HAS JUST MADE A 
NOTABLE VISIT TO CHINA, AND THAT RELATIONSHIP IS WARMING 
UP. NOW THAILAND, LAST OF THE EIGHT, IS MOVING IN THE 
SAME DIRECTION. 

6. IN SHORT, THE PREMISES ARE CHANGING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

THAT FACT POSES QUESTIONS OF THE FIRST IMPORTANCE FOR THE 
UNITED STATES: CAN WE, WILL WE CHANGE OUR POLICY TO 
MEET THE NEW CIRCUMSTANCES? ARE WE GOING TO BE 
REALISTIC AND RATIONAL IN OUR REACTION TO EVENTS, OR 
RIGID AND IRRATIONAL? 

7. THERE IS A CURIOUS CONTRAST BETWEEN AMERICAN POLICY 
IN EUROPE, OVER THE YEARS, AND IN ASIA. 

8. IN EUROPE WE ARE NOT STUCK IN THE LANGUAGE OF 
ADENAUER AND DULLES. WE HAVE ADJUSTED, HOWEVER UNHAPPILY, 
TO THE FACT OF SOVIET CONTROL IN EASTERN EUROPE. EVEN 

AS PORTUGAL COMES UNDER INCREASING COMMUNIST INFLUENCE, 
WE HAVE SO FAR REACTED CALMLY, AT LEAST ON THE SURFACE. 

AND ALL THIS IN EUROPE, WHERE U.S. INTERESTS ARE FUNDA- 
MENTAL. 

9. IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, WHERE THIS COUNTRY'S INTERESTS ARE 
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MARGINAL, THE POLICY HAS BEEN MARKED BY EXTREME RIGIDITY. 

IT HAS RELIED ON MASSIVE MILITARY INTERVENTION AND 
AID TO PREVENT ANY POLITICAL CHANGE. 

10. TWO YEARS AGO, FOR EXAMPLE, THE PARIS PEACE AGREE- 
MENT CALLED FOR POLITICAL COMPROMISE IN VIETNAM. BUT 
THE THIEU GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON, SUPPORTED BY WASHINGTON, 
REFUSED TO CARRY OUT THE POLITICAL TERMS-AND STAKED ITS 
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FUTURE ON AGGRESSIVE MILITARY ACTION. 

11. CONGRESSMAN PAUL N. MCCLOSKEY JR., REPUBLICAN OF 
CALIFORNIA, HAS JUST MADE A FASCINATING ANALYSIS OF 
THAT PERIOD IN A REPORT ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO VIETNAM. 
"COMMENCING SHORTLY AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE,"HE SAID, THE 
SAIGON GOVERNMENT "BEGAN TO TRY TO EXPAND THEIR AREAS OF 
CONTROL" - WITH GREAT INITIAL SUCCESS. "CAPTURED DOCU- 
MENTS REVEAL THAT (THE NORTH VIETNAMESE) FELT THEY HAD 

BEEN NAIVE AND IDEALISTIC IN HOPING FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE PARIS ACCORDS BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND THE UNITED 
STATES." 

12. IF THEY HAD "NAIVE"HOPES, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE 
MAKING UP FOR THEIR RESULTING LOSSES NOW. A NEW BALANCE 
OF FORCES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA IS LIKELY TO EMERGE- AN 
INDIGENOUS BALANCE, NOT CONTROLLED BY A DISTANT EXTERNAL 
POWER. THAT IS WHY THE REACTION IN THAILAND IS SO 
INTERESTING. THE THAIS WANT TO REMAIN FRIENDS WITH 
AMERICA, MR. KUKRIT SAID. BUT THEY KNOW THEY MUST LIVE 
WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS. 

13. THE POLITICAL RESULT, IN MUCH OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, 

IS LIKELYTO BE LEFT OF AMERICAN DESIRES. BUT 

THERE WILL BE STRONG NATIONALISMS, TOO - NOT A COMMUNIST 
MONOLITH. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS DEEP MUTUAL DISTRUST, 
HISTORIC AND PRESENT, BETWEEN HANOI AND PEKING. 

14. AT THIS CRUCIAL MOMENT AMERICAN POLICY SHOULD BE 
MOVING FROM ITS MILITARY FIXATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA TO 
POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION. WE SHOULD BE HELPING TO ARRANGE 
A CEASE-FIRE IN CAMBODIA. WE SHOULD BE PICKING UP THE 
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HINTS BEING HEARD IN SOUTH VIETNAM ABOUT TALKS WITHTHE 
OTHER SIDE. A FIRST SYMBOL WOULD BE REPLACEMENT OF OUR 
FANATICALLY RIGID AMBASSADOR IN SAIGON, GRAHAM A. MARTIN. 
BUT ALAS, HENRY KISSINGER AND GERALD FORD GIVE US ONLY 
THE OLD TALK OF MORE ARMS. 

15. AT THE PRESIDENT'S LATEST PRESS CONFERENCE, HELEN 
THOMAS OF UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL ASKED WHETHER HE 
STILL SUPPORTED THE 1970 INVASION OF CAMBODIA - A DECI- 
SION THAT HAS LED TO THE WASTING OF THAT COUNTRY AND 
ITS VIRTUAL LOSS TO COMMUNISM. "THAT'S A HYPOTHETICAL 
QUESTION," THE PRESIDENT REPLIED. IN TERMS OF WHETHER 
OUR LEADERS HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING FROM THE TRAGIC 
MISTAKES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE QUESTION COULD NOT HAVE 
BEEN LESS HYPOTHETICAL - OR THE ANSWER SADDER. (END 
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